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Region  : Europe 

Country  : England 

Area of coverage : London city 

Type of approach : Combination of both policy and technology 

Target sector  : Transport 

Target pollutants : PM10 and NOx 

Year of introduction : 2002 

Participants  : Residents of London 

Implemented by : The London City Municipality 

Description  : London is the capital city of the United Kingdom with a population of 8.3 

million. The metropolitan area has a population of 12 to 14 million. The city of London has the 

oldest metro system in the world. It also has a dense bus system, with 8,000 buses and 700 bus 

routes, as well as a tram system with three routes. In 2005, the number of days exceeding limit 

values at the traffic station on Marylebone Road was 120, whereas in 2009 it was only 37. At the 

same time the background station Bloomsbury reported 5 days in exceedance in 2005 and 9 in 2009. 

The numbers, however, are not correctly reflecting the actual emission situation, as the municipality 

has changed the configuration of the measurement station in the years 2005 to 2009. Local sources 

report a high share of London transport in the emission levels and exceedances of daily limit values 

at 10 measuring stations. 

London introduced a low emission zone (LEZ) for heavy duty vehicles (≥ 3,5t) in 2008 in most of 

the Greater London by allowing vehicles which meet Euro 3 standards. Euro 4 standard for PM is to 

be introduced for vehicles over 3.5 tons in 2012. The LEZ is controlled by the same monitoring 

system as the congestion charge (automatic number plate recognition system by camera). All buses 

must comply at least with Euro 3, and be equipped with a particulate filter. A best practice guide was 

developed for construction and demolition delivers with recommendations on how to reduce dust and 

soot emissions from construction and demolition work. The guide focuses strongly on non-road 

mobile machinery. By establishing the Congestion Charging Zone (CCZ) PM10 emissions fell by 

16% and NOx emissions by 13% between 2002 and 2003.  

The city has several programs to support car sharing clubs with hybrid and electric cars as well as 

smarter travel initiatives that promote clean and sustainable ways for travel.  There are also schemes 

to introduce anti-engine-idling enforcements for parked vehicles in sensitive locations.  

Modal share is a percentage of travelers using a particular type of transportation or number of trips. 

Modal share is an important component in developing sustainable transport within a city or region. 

Modal share in London has a high share of public transport with 80% in the city centre and 51% in 

the inner London area. Cars and Vans have a modal share of 11% in the centre and 32% in the inner 

London area. With regard to walking and cycling, the targets are more ambitious, with cycling 

planned to increase from 2 to 5 % and walking to increase by 10% until 2015 according to the city’s 

strategy. Cycling has grown by 61% between 2001 and 2009 and represents nearly 2% of journeys. 

London new cycle hire scheme aims to offer 6,000 bicycles in central London.   

For more information, please visit: http://sootfreecities.eu/city/london 
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